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U.S. CONTACT INFORMATION 
Department of Sociology, University of Minnesota, 267 19

th
 Ave South, Minneapolis, MN 

55455.  Tel: (612) 624-9554; Fax: (612) 624-7020 

Email: bianx001@umn.edu 

 

CHINA CONTACT INFORMATION 

School of Humanities and Social Science, Xi’an Jiaotong University, 28 West Xian Ning 

Road, Xi’an, Shaanxi Province, China. Tel: (86-29) 8266-9178/Fax: (86-29) 8266-8281 

Email: yjbian@mail.xjtu.edu.cn 

 

EDUCATION 
1990 Ph.D. in sociology, State University of New York at Albany: “Work-Unit Structure 

and Status Attainment: A Study of Work-Unit Status in Urban China,” Advisor: 

Professor Nan Lin 

1984 M.A. in sociology, Nankai University, China: “Single-Child Family and Its 

Socioeconomic Implications,” Advisor: Professor Zelin Wu 

1982 B.A. in philosophy, Nankai University, China 

 

EMPLOYMENT 
University of Minnesota, Department of Sociology 

2006-  Professor of Sociology 

   On sabbatical leave (2009-2010, at Xi’an Jiaotong University) 

1991-2001 Assistant (1991-97) and Associate (1997-2001) Professor of Sociology 

Director of Graduate Studies in Sociology (1999-2000) 

Joint Faculty of East Asian Studies (1991-present) 

On unpaid leave (1997-99, at HKUST) 

Xi’an Jiaotong University, China 

2009-  Dean and Professor, School of Humanities and Social Science 

   Founding Director, Institute for Empirical Social Science Research (IESSR) 

Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, Division of Social Science 

1997-2006 Associate Professor (1997-2001), Professor (2001-05), Chair Professor (2005-06) 

   Founding Director, Survey Research Center (1999-2008 ) 

   Associate Dean, School of Humanities and Social Science (1/2001-6/2002) 

   Head, Division of Social Science (7/2002-8/2006) 

Duke University 

1990-91 Postdoctoral Research Associate, Department of Sociology and Asian/Pacific 

Studies Institute 

 State University of New York at Albany 

    1986-90 Research and Teaching Assistant, Department of Sociology 

 Nankai University, China 

1984-85 University Lecturer, Department of Sociology 
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HONORS AND AWARDS 
2011  First prize for best paper award, “Relational sociology and its academic 

significance” Shaanxi Provincial Association for Philosophers and Social 

Scientists. 

2010  Forty-First Sorokin Lecture Speaker, University of Saskatchewan, Canada, 

January 28: “The Significance of Guanxi in Chinese Transitional Economy.” 

2010  Visiting Professor, Center for Chinese Studies, Oxford University (February-

March) 

2009  Guest to the National Day Celebration of the 60
th

 Anniversary of the People’s 

Republic of China, Beijing, Sept 29-Oct 2 

2008-11 Chair-elect (08-09), Chair (09-10), Past-Chair (10-11), Asia and Asian America 

Section, American Sociological Association 

2007-09 Wu Yuzhang Professor of Sociology, Renmin University of China 

2006-09 Honorary Professor, Xi’An Jiaotong University 

2003-  Member, Sociological Research Association, USA 

2002-03 President, North American Chinese Sociologists Association, USA 

2001  Visiting Professor, Center for Chinese Studies, UCLA (March) 

2000-07 Honorary Professor, Renmin University of China, Beijing 

1996-97 Chinese Economic Research Fellowship, Washington Center for China Studies 

(Ford Foundation prime) 

    1990-91 Postdoctoral Fellowship, Duke University 

1988  President's Award for Outstanding Scholarly Achievement, State University of 

New York at Albany 

    1985-86 Fellowship for Exchange Scholars from China, State University of New York at 

Albany and Nankai University 

 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND POSITIONS 

2007-  International Social Survey Program, Lead representative of China 

2006-  East Asian Social Survey (EASS), Lead representative of China 

   EASS Secretary (2010-2012) 

   EASS Convener for “Network Social Capital Module” (2010-2012) 

2004-  International Association for Chinese Management Research 

   Founding member (2004-); conference review committees (2006, 2008) 

2003-  Sociological Research Association, USA 

1998-  Hong Kong Sociological Association, Hong Kong 

   Council member (1998-2002) 

1992- International Sociological Association 

1990- Association for Asian Studies, USA 

1986- American Sociological Association, USA 

  Chair-elect (2008-09), Chair (2009-10), Past-Chair (2010-11), Asian and Asian 

America Section 

1986- North American Chinese Sociologists Association 

  President (2002, 2003) 

 

RESEARCH SUPPORT 
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External Grants  

2011-14 National Foundation for Philosophy and Social Science Research, China, 

“Mechanisms of Social Integration in the Dynamism of Social Stratification and 

Mobility.” November 2011 – October 2014. RMB 400,000. PI with six 6 co-PIs. 

2011-12 Economic and Social Research Council (Britain) and Natural Science 

Foundation (China), “Social Capital and Social Mobility in China and Britain.” 

May 2011 – December 2012. 100,000 English pounds and RMB 100,000. Co-PI 

(with Yaojun Li, PI) 

2004-07 The Hong Kong Research Grants Council – Central Allocation Grant.  “General 

Social Survey of China.”  March 2004 - February 2007.  HK$3,800,000.  

CA03/04.HSS01.  PI with 9 CoIs. 

2001-03 The Hong Kong Research Grants Council.  “Social and Occupational Mobility 

of State Workers in Northeast China.”  July 2001 - June 2004.  HK$716,000.  

HKUST6007/01H.  PI. 

2000-03 The Hong Kong Research Grants Council.  “Social Capital and Comparative 

Advantage: A Study of Chinese Firms.”  July 2000 - June 2004.  HK$1,108,817.  

HKUST6007/00H.  PI. 

1998-01 The Hong Kong Research Grants Council.  “Social Networks and Job Searches 

in Mainland China and Hong Kong.”  July 1998 - June 2001.  HK$1,235,000.  

HKUST6052/98H.  PI. 

    1997-00 The Henry Luce Foundation.  "Urban Consumers and Material Culture in Four 

Metropolitan Regions of China." (Yanjie Bian, Deborah Davis, Shaoguang 

Wang, in collaboration with Wang Hui, Lu Hanlong, Wang Tie, and Jin Meng)  

January 1997-June 2000.  US$170,000. 

1996-97 Washington Center for China Studies (Ford Foundation prime), "Chinese 

Economic Research Fellowship," for the project "Social Networks and Emergent 

Labor Markets in Tianjin and Shanghai."  June 1996-June 1997.  US$18,500. 

    1992-95 National Science Foundation. "Access to Housing and Community Resources in 

a Chinese City." (John Logan and Yanjie Bian)  November 1992-October 1995.  

US$161,000.  NSF/SES-9209214. 

 

Internal Grants from Xi’an Jiaotong University (XJTU) 

 2009-13 XJTU Key Projects Office, “Institute for Empirical Social Science Research,” 

RMB 10 million 

 2010-13 XJTU “985 Project”, “Western China’s Development: A Project for the School 

of Humanities and Social Science,” RMB 20 million 

 

Internal Grants from the University of Minnesota 

2006-09 Research funds, the College of Liberal Arts.  US$130,000. 

1999-00 Life Course Center, “Social Networks and Social Capital in China”, one-

semester 25% research assistant. 

1995-97 College of Liberal Arts, "Special Research Grants."  $10,000. 

1995  Graduate School Summer Research Fellowship, "The Changing Stratification 

System in China: An Analysis of Recent Surveys."  $5,000. 
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1994-95 Graduate School Grant-in-aid, "A Socioeconomic Index of Chinese 

Occupations."  $14,680. 

1993  Graduate School Summer Research Fellowship, "Cadre Networks and 

Organizational Stratification in the Changing Chinese Economy."  $4,500. 

    1992-93 Graduate School Grant-In-Aid, "Access to Housing and Community Resources 

in Urban China: A Request for Matching Fund."  $14,206. 

    1991-92 Graduate School Grant-in-Aid, "Inequalities in Access to Housing and 

Community Resources in a Chinese City."  $8,230. 

 

Internal Grants from the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST) 

 2004-07 HKUST Vice-President Office, “General Social Survey of China.” 3-year 

matching fund of postgraduate RAs for CA03/04.HSS01.  HK$500,000. 

 2000-02 HKUST Vice-President Office for Postgraduate Studies, Postdoctoral 

Fellowship, “Jobs, Networks, and Social Mobility in Mainland China and Hong 

Kong.” Matching salary fund of up to HK$15,000 per month for a postdoctoral 

fellow for 2000-01, renewed for 20001-02. 

 2001  HKUST Vice-President Office for Academic Affairs, grant for upgrading 

computing facilities in the Social Science Data Laboratory, HK$310,000.   

 2000-01 HKUST Vice-President Office for Undergraduate Studies, “Undergraduate 

Teaching Experience and Evaluation Survey,” HK$356,000. 

 1999-06 HKUST Vice-President Office for Research and School of Humanities and 

Social Science Dean’s Office, “Emerging High Impact Area of Survey Research 

Center.” HK$1,660,000 (200,000 per year). 

 1999-00 School of Humanities and Social Science, Direct Allocation Grant, “Social 

Change in Guangdong: Data Analysis.” (with Edward JC Tu)  HK$92,418.  

DAG99/00.HSS03. 

 1998-99 School of Humanities and Social Science, Direct Allocation Grant, “Social 

Change in Guangdong: A Pilot General Social Survey.”  HK$98,430.  

DAG98/99.HSS03. 

1997-98 School of Humanities and Social Science, Direct Allocation Grant, “Social 

Networks and Job Searches in Mainland China and Hong Kong: A Pilot Study.”  

HK$99,222.  DAG97/98.HSS01. 

 

POST-PH.D. PUBLICATIONS (in English or noted otherwise) 
 

BOOKS: 

 

2012 Western China Report. Yanjie Bian (editior). Beijing: Social Science Press. 

Forthcoming. 《中国西部报告》（边燕杰主编），北京：社会科学出版社。中

文。 

 

2012 Social Networks and Status Attainment. Yanjie Bian (editior). Beijing: Social 

Science Academics Press. Forthcoming. 《社会网络与地位获得》（边燕杰主

编），北京：社会科学文献出版社。中文。 
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2011 Relational Sociology: Theories and Research. Yanjie Bian (editor). Beijing: Social 

Science Academics Press.  《关系社会学：理论与研究》（边燕杰主编），北京：

社会科学文献出版社。中文。 

 

2008 Institutional Transformation and the Dynamics of Social Stratification in Urban 

China.  Li Lulu, and Yanjie Bian (editors).  Beijing: Renmin University of China 

Press.  《制度转型与中国城镇社会分层的变迁》，北京：中国人民大学出版社。

中文。 

 

2008 Social Stratification and Mobility: Overseas Researchers’ New Advancements and 

Analyses of China  Yanjie Bian, Xiaogang Wu, and Lulu Li (editors).  Beijing: 

Renmin University of China.  《市场转型与社会分层与流动：海外学者对中国分

析的新进展》，北京：中国人民大学出版社。中文。 

 

2006 The Management and Performance of China’s Domestic Private Firms: Multi-

disciplinary Perspectives. Anne Tsui, Yanjie Bian, and Leonard Cheng (editors).  

New York: M.E. Sharpe. 

  

 2004 Social Survey Research in Practice: Chinese Experiences and Analyses (Shehui 

Diaocha Shijian: Zhongguo Jingyan yu Fenxi).  Yanjie Bian, Lulu Li, and He Cai 

(editors).  Hong Kong: Oxford University Press (HK).  In Chinese. 

   

    Reviewed by 

    Social Transformations in Chinese Societies, Volume 3 (2007), pp. 269-71. 

 

    Simplified Chinese-character edition:  

 

    2005  Social Survey Methods and Techniques: Chinese Experiences (Shehui 

Diaocha Fangfa ye Jishu: Zhongguo Jingyan).  Beijing: Shehui Kexue Wenxian 

Chubanche (Social Science Academic Press). 

 

  2002 Market Transition and Social Stratification: American Sociologists' Analyses of 

China (Shichang Zhuanxing yu Shehui Fenceng: Meiguo Shehuixuejia Fenxin 

Zhongguo). Yanjie Bian (editor), Hanlong Lu and Liping Sun (associate editors).  

Beijing: SDX Joint Publishing Company.  This is a translation volume.  In Chinese. 

 

 2001 Survey Research in Chinese Societies: Methods and Findings (Zhongguo Shehui de 

Diaocha Yanjiu).  Yanjie Bian, Edward Tu, and Alvin So (editors).  Hong Kong: 

Oxford University Press (HK).  In Chinese. 

  

1994 Work and Inequality in Urban China.  Albany, NY: State University of New York 

Press. 

Reviewed by 
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       American Journal of Sociology November 1994, pp. 828-29 

China Information Summer 1996, pp. 89-91 

       China Journal July 1995, pp. 315-17 

       China Quarterly September 1995, pp. 884-85 

       China Review International Fall 1994, pp. 73-75 

       Contemporary Sociology July 1995, pp. 342-43 

Social Forces September 1996, pp. 362-63 

       Work and Occupation August 1995, pp. 362-64 

 

ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS: 
 

In press. “Network Social Capital and Civic Engagement in Environmentalism: Findings 

from Chinese General Social Survey.” In Social Capital and Civic Engagement in 

Asia, edited by Amita Daniere and Hy Luong.  Routledge.  Fforthcoming 2012. 

 

In press. “Sector-Crossing Social Capital and Its Impact on Wage Income” Chinese Social 

Sciences. (Yanjie Bian, Wenbing Wang, Lei Zhang, and Cheng Cheng) Forthcoming 

2012. “跨体制社会资本及其收入回报”  （边燕杰、王文彬、张磊、程诚）,

《中国社会科学》，2012 年即将发表。 

 

2011 “Transnational Participation and Social Networking: The Interaction Between Strong 

and Weak Ties of Chinese American Scientists.” (Xiao-e Sun and Yanjie Bian) 

Chinese Journal of Sociology. “留美科学家的国内参与及其社会网络：强弱关

系假设的再探讨”《社会》(2):194-215。 

 

2011 “Attract Returnees: Are Weak Ties more Advantageous than Strong Ties”(“吸引

海归：弱关系比强关系更具优势？”) ，《中国社会科学报》 (6 月 29 日)。 
 

2010. “Chinese Social Stratification and Social Mobility”, in China Studies in North 

America.  Beijing: Commercial Press. “中国的社会分层与社会流动”, 《北美中国

学研究》, 2010 年出版。 

 

2010 “Relational Sociology and Its Academic Significance” (Guanxi Shehuixue jiqi 

Xueke Diwei) Journal of Xi’an Jiaotong University (Social Sciences) (Xi’an Daxue 

Xuebao, Shehui Kexue Ban) 30 (May): 1-6. In Chinese. 

 Reprint in New China Digests November 2010. 

 

2009 “Network Resources and Job Mobility in China's Transitional Economy.” (Yanjie 

Bian and Xianbi Huang) Research in the Sociology of Work （“Work and 

Organizations in China after Thirty Years of Transition, edited by Lisa Keister）, 

Volume 19: 255-82. 
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2009 “Nepotism and Guanxi.”  Pp. 26-28 in volume 3, Encyclopedia of Modern China, 

edited by David Pong.  Detroit, MI: Charles Scribner’s Sons.   

 

2009 “Sociology.”  Pp. 2031-35 in The Berkshire Encyclopedia of China, edited by Karen 

Christensen.  Great Barrington MA: Berkshire Publishing.  

 

2008 “Sociology in China.”  (Yanjie Bian and Lei Zhang) Contexts 7 (no. 3): 20-31. 

 

2008 “Born out of Networks: A Sociological Analysis of the Emergence of the Firm.”  Pp. 

166-182 in Chinese Entrepreneurship in a Global Era, edited by Raymond Wong.  

London and New York: Routledge. 

 

2008 “Urban Occupational Mobility and Employment Institutions: Hierarchy, Market, and 

Networks in a Mixed System.”  Pp. 165-183 in Creating Wealth and Poverty in 

China, edited by Deborah Davis and Feng Wang, Stanford University Press. 

 

2008 “The Formation of Social Capital among Chinese Urbanites: Theoretical 

Explanation and Empirical Evidence.”  Pp. 81-104 in Social Capital: An 

International Research Program, edited by Nan Lin and Bonnie Erickson.  Oxford 

and New York: Oxford University Press.  

 

2008 “Class Structure and Class Inequality in Urban China and Russia: Effects of 

Institutional Change or Economic Performance?”  (Yanjie Bian and Ted Gerber).  Pp. 

66-88 in Urban China in Transition edited John R. Logan.  London and New York: 

Blackwell. 

 

2008 “Introduction: Review and Prospect.”  (Yanjie Bian, Xiaogang Wu, Lulu Li).  Pp. 1-

18 in Social Stratification and Mobility: Overseas New Advancements and Analyses 

of China, edited by Yanjie Bian, Xiaogang Wu, and Lulu Li.  Renmin University of 

China.  In Chinese. 

 

2007 “Family Social Capital: A Social Network Approach.”  (Yanjie Bian, Deborah Davis, 

Shaoguang Wang).  Pp. 219-232 in Social Change in Contemporary China, edited 

by Wenfang Tang and Holzner.  Pittsburgh, PA: University of Pittsburgh Press. 

 

2006 “The Uneven Distribution of Cultural Capital: Book Reading in Urban China.”  

(Shaoguang Wang, Deborah Davis, and Yanjie Bian).  Modern China 32: 315-348. 

 

2006 “Jiegou Bilei, Tizhi Zhuanxing, yu Diwei Ziyuan” (“Structural Closure, Institutional 

Transformation, and Status Resources.”  (Yanjie Bian, Lulu Li, Yi Li, and Dahai 

Hao).  Zhongguo Shehui Kexue (Chinese Social Chinese) 161 (5): 100-109.   

 

2006  “Wangluo Tuosheng: Qiye Tuosheng de Shehuixue Fenxi” (Born Out of Networks: 

A Sociological Analysis of the Emergence of Firms.”   Journal of Sociological 

Research, no. 6,  
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2006 “Explaining the Growth and Development of the Chinese Domestic Private Sector.”  

(Anne Tsui, Yanjie Bian, and Leonard Cheng) Pp. 3-24 in China’s Domestic Private 

Firms: Multi-Disciplinary Perspectives on Management and Performance, edited by 

Anne Tsui, Yanjie Bian, and Leonard Cheng.  New York: M.E. Sharpe.  

 

2006 “Explaining China’s Emerging Private Economy: Sociological Perspectives.”  

(Yanjie Bian and Zhanxin Zhang) Pp. 25-39 in China’s Domestic Private Firms: 

Multi-Disciplinary Perspectives on Management and Performance, edited by Anne 

Tsui, Yanjie Bian, and Leonard Cheng.  New York: M.E. Sharpe.  

 

2006 “Editorial: Lessons from the Practice of Household Surveys.”  Management and 

Organization Review 2.2: 1-12. 

 

2005 “Material Rewards to Multiple Capitals Under Market Socialism.”  (Deborah Davis, 

Yanjie Bian, and Shaoguang Wang)  Social Transformation in Chinese Societies 

1:31-58. 

 

2005 “Guanxi.”  Pp. 312-314 in International Encyclopedia of Economic Sociology, 

edited by Jens Beckert and Milan Zafirovski.  New York: Routledge Lid. 

 

2005 “Social Ties.”  (Yanjie Bian and Joseph Galaskiewicz) Pp. 628-629 in International 

Encyclopedia of Economic Sociology, edited by Jens Beckert and Milan Zafirovski.  

New York: Routledge Lid.  

 

2005 “Social Stratification, Home Ownership, and Quality of Living: An Analysis of 

China’s Fifth Census.”  (Shehui Fenceng Zhufang Chanquan yu Juezhu Zhiliang: 

Dui Zhongguo Wupu Ziliao de Fenxi) (Yanjie Bian and Yongli Liu)  Journal of 

Sociological Research (Shehuixue Yanjiu) 117 (3): 82-98.  In Chinese. 

 

2005 “Beyond Resources and Patriarchy: Family Decision-Making Power in a Chinese 

City.”  (Jiping Zuo and Yanjie Bian).  Journal of Comparative Family Studies 36 

(4): 601-27. 

 

2005 “Occupation, Class, and Social Networks in Urban China.”  (Yanjie Bian, Ronald 

Breiger, Deborah Davis, and Joseph Galaskiewicz)  Social Forces 83 (4): 1443-1468. 

 

  Chinese translation: 2005 “Zhongguo Chengshi de Zhiye, Jieceng, he Guanxiwang.”  

Gaifang Shidai (Opening Times) 178 (no. 4):98-118. 

 

2004 “Sociological Research and Questionnaire Design.”  (Yanjie Bian and Lulu Li)  Pp. 

1-24 in  Social Survey Research in Practice: Chinese Experiences and Analyses 

(Shehui Diaocha Shijian: Zhongguo Jingyan yu Fenxi), edited by Yanjie Bian, Lulu 

Li, and He Cai.  Hong Kong: Oxford University Press (HK).  In Chinese 
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2004 “The Social-Network Space in the Domain of Occupational Mobility: A Hong Kong 

–China Comparison.”  Hong Kong Journal of Sociology 5: 103-117. 

 

2004 “Urban Elites and Income Differential in China: 1988-1995.”  (Yanjie Bian and 

Zhanxin Zhang).  Japanese Journal of Political Science 5(1) 51-68. 

 

2004 “Origins and Effects of Social Capital for Chinese Urbanites: Network Viewpoints 

and Survey Findings.”  Chinese Social Sciences 147 (3):136-146. (In Chinese) 

 

  Reprinted pp. 452-473 in Reflections on Culture, Groups, and Society, edited by Jian 

Qiao, Rance Lee, Youmei Li, and Rong Ma.  Kaohsiung, Taiwan: Liwen Cultural 

Affairs Inc. 

 

 2003 “Market Transition and Gender Gap in Earnings in Urban China.”  (Xiaoling Shu 

and Yanjie Bian)  Social Forces 81 (4):1107-45. 

 

 2003 "Sociological Research on Reform-Era China."  Issues & Studies 38/39:139-174. 

  

 2002 "Chinese Social Stratification and Social Mobility."  Annual Review of Sociology 28: 

91-116. 

  

 2002 “Marketization and Income Distribution in Urban China: 1988 and 1995.”  (Yanjie 

Bian and Zhanxin Zhang)  Research on Social Stratification and Mobility 19:377-

415.  

 

 2002   “Shichanghau yu Shouru Fenpei: Dui 1988 Nian he 1995 Nian Chengshi Zhuhu 

Shouru Diaocha de Fenxi.” (Marketization and Income Distribution: An Analysis of 

the 1988 and 1995 Urban Chinese Household Surveys.”  (Yanjie Bian and Zhanxin 

Zhang)  Social Sciences in China 137 (No. 5):97-111.  

 

 2002 “Intercity Variation in Gender Inequalities in China: Analysis of A 1995 National 

Survey.”  (Xiaoling Shu and Yanjie Bian)  Research on Social Stratification and 

Mobility 19:269-309.  

  

 2002 "Social Capital of the Firm and Its Impact on Performance: A Social Network 

Perspective and Analysis."  Pp. 275-298 in The Management of Enterprises in the 

People’s Republic of China, edited by Anne S. Tsui and Chung Ming Lau.  New 

York: Kluwer Academic Publishers. 

 

 2002 "Institutional Holes and Job Mobility Processes in the PRC: Guanxi Mechanisms in 

Emergent Labor Markets."  Pp. 117-136 in Social Connections in China: 

Institutions, Culture, and the Changing Nature of Guanxi, edited by Thomas Gold, 

Doug Guthrie, and David Wank.  New York: Cambridge University Press. 

 

 2001 “Gendered Resources, Division of Housework, and Perceived Fairness: A Case in 
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Urban China.”  (Jiping Zuo and Yanjie Bian).  Journal of Marriage and the Family 

63 (4):1122-33. 

 

 2001 "Communist Party Membership and Regime Dynamics in China"  (Yanjie Bian, 

Xiaoling Shu, and John R. Logan).  Social Forces 79:805-42. 

 

 2001 "Introduction." (Alvin So, Yanjie Bian, and Edward Jow-Ching Tu)  Pp. 1-12 in 

Survey Research in Chinese Societies: Methods and Findings (Zhongguo Shehui de 

Diaocha Yanjiu).  Yanjie Bian, Edward Tu, and Alvin So (editors).  Hong Kong: 

Oxford University Press (HK).  In Chinese. 

 

 2001 "Reflections on Questionnaire Survey Methods." Pp. 297-309 in Survey Research in 

Chinese Societies: Methods and Findings (Zhongguo Shehui de Diaocha Yanjiu).  

Yanjie Bian, Edward Tu, and Alvin So (editors).  Hong Kong: Oxford University 

Press (HK).  In Chinese. 

 

 2001 “The Research of Chinese Social Stratification in American Sociology: A Thematic 

and Critical Review.”  (Meiguo Shehuixue zhong de Zhongguo Shehui Fenceng 

Yanjiu: Lilun Guandian he Fazhan Mailuo)  Pp. 1-28 in Market Transition and 

Social Stratification: American Sociologists’ Analyses of China, edited by Y. Bian, 

H. Lu, and L. Sun.  Beijing: Joint Publishing Company.  In Chinese. 

 

 2001 “Guanxi Capital and Social Eating: Theoretical Models and Empirical Analyses.”  

Pp. 275-295 in Social Capital: Theory and Research, edited by Nan Lin, Karen 

Cook, and Ronald Burt.  New York: Aldine de Gruyter. 

 

  Chinese translation: 2004  “Zhongguo Chengshi Zhong de Guanxi Ziben ye Yinshi 

Shejiao.”  Translated by LIU Cuixia and LIN Juren.  Kaifang Shidai (Opening Times) 

170 (no. 2):94-107. 

 

 2001 “Economic Regime, Social Networks, and Occupational Mobility” (Jingji Tizhi, 

Shehui Wang Luo, yu Zhiye Liudong)  Yanjig Bian and Wenhong Zhang.  Chinese 

Social Sciences (Zhongguo Shehui Kexue) 128 (no. 2): 70-89.  In Chinese. 

 

 2000 “Social Network Capital of the Chinese Family.”  (Yanjie Bian and Yu Li)  

Hsinghua Sociological Review 2:1-18.  In Chinese. 

 

 2000 "Wage and Job Inequalities in the Working Careers of Men and Women in Tianjin." 

(Yanjie Bian, John Logan, and Xiaoling Shu)  Pp. 111-33 in Redrawing Boudnaries: 

Gender, Households, and Work in China, edited by Barbara Entwisle and Gail 

Henderson.  Berkeley, CA: University of California Press. 

 

 2000 “Hong Kong Occupational Prestige at the Millennium: An Analysis of University 

Student Ratings”  (Zouxiang Ershiyi Shiji de Xianggang Zhiye Shengwang: 

Daxuesheng dui Zhiye de Pingjia ji Fenxi) Yanjie Bian and Cozijnsen Laura Kar 
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Yuk.  Pp. 273-296 in Market, Class, and Politics: Changing Chinese Societies 

(Shichang, Jieji, he Zhengzhi: Bianqian zhong de Huaren Shehui), edited by S.K 

Lau, Po-san Wan, Ming-kwan Lee, and Sui-lun Wong.  Hong Kong: The Chinese 

University of Hong Kong Press.  In Chinese. 

  

 2000 “Social Capital of the Firm and Its Significance.”  (Qiye de Shehui Ziben jiqi 

Gongxiao)  (Yanjie Bian and Haixiong Qiu).  Chinese Social Sciences (Zhongguo 

Shehui Kexue), no. 2 (March): 87-99.  In Chinese. 

 

 1999 “Market Transition and Social Stratification.”  (Shichang Zhuanxing yu Shehui 

Fenceng) Pp. 72-109 in Social Change in China’s Reform Era: Syntheses & 

Critiques of Western Sociological Perspectives, edited by Edward JC Tu and Yimin 

Lin.  Hong Kong: Oxford University Press.  In Chinese. 

 

 1999 “Social Networks and Job Searches.”  (Shehui Wangluo yu Qiuzhi Guocheng) Pp. 

110-138 in Social Change in China’s Reform Era: Syntheses & Critiques of Western 

Sociological Perspectives, edited by Edward JC Tu and Yimin Lin.  Hong Kong: 

Oxford University Press.  In Chinese. 

 

   Reprinted in Foreign Sociology No. 4 (1999):1-13. 

 

 1999 "Housing Inequality in Urban China in the 1990s: Market and Nonmaket 

Mechanisms."  (John Logan, Yanjie Bian, and Fuqin Bian)  International Journal of 

Urban and Regional Research 23 (March):7-25. 

 

1999 "Getting a Job through a Web of Guanxi in Urban China." Pp. 255-277 in Networks 

in the Global Village, edited by Barry Wellman.  Boulder, CO: Westview. 

 

 1998 "Intergenerational Relations in Urban China: Proximity, Contact, and Help to 

Parents."  (Fuqin Bian, John Logan, and Yanjie Bian). Demography 35:115-124. 

 

1998  "Tradition and Change in the Urban Chinese Family: The Case of Living 

Arrangements."  (John Logan, Fuqin Bian, and Yanjie Bian).  Social Forces 76 

(March):851-882. 

 

1997 "Bringing Strong Ties Back In: Indirect Ties, Network Bridges, and Job Searches in 

China."  American Sociological Review 62 (June):266-285. 

 

Chinese translation published in Foreign Sociology No. 2 (1999): 50-65. 

 

1997 "Work Units and the Commodification of Urban Housing."  (Yanjie Bian, John 

Logan, Hanlong Lu, Yunkang Pan, and Ying Guan)  Chinese Social Sciences 

(English version) No. 4:28-35. 

 

1997 "Work Units and Housing Reform in Two Chinese Cities."  (Yanjie Bian, John 



    

 

12 

 

Logan, Hanlong Lu, Yunkang Pan, and Ying Guan)  Pp. 223-250 in Danwei: The 

Chinese Workunit in Historical and Comparative Perspective, edited by Xiaobu Lu 

and Elizabeth Perry.  New York: M.E. Sharpe. 

 

1997 "Guanxi Networks and Job Mobility in China and Singapore."  (Yanjie Bian and 

Soon Ang)  Social Forces 75 (March): 981-1006. 

 

   Chinese translation published in Foreign Sociology No. 4 (1999):26-44. 

 

1997 "Housing and the Family Structure of Urban China: An Ecological Perspective."  

(Yunkang Pan, John Logan, Fuqin Bian, Yanjie Bian, Ying Guan, Hanlong Lu)  

Sociological Research 72 (November):69-79. 

 

 1996 "The Danwei System and the Commodification of Housing."  (Danwei Zhi yu 

Zhufang Shangpinhua) (Yanjie Bian, John Logan, Hanlong Lu, Yunkang Pan, and 

Ying Guan)  Sociological Research 61 (January):83-95.  In Chinese. 

 

A shortened version is to be included in Zhongguo Tece Shehuizhuyi Wenku 

("Selected Works for Socialism with a Chinese Character"), edited by Wu Shuqing 

and associates.  Beijing: Tuanjie Chubanshe (Unity Press). 

 

1996 "Market Transition and the Persistence of Power: The Changing Stratification 

System in China."  (Yanjie Bian and John Logan)  American Sociological Review 

61:739-58. 

 

1996 "Chinese Occupational Prestige: A Comparative Analysis."  International Sociology 

11 (2):161-86. 

 

1996 "Reform and Socioeconomic Inequality: Status Perception in Shanghai."  (Yanjie 

Bian and Hanlong Lu)  Pp. 109-42 in In Search of A Chinese Road Towards 

Modernization: Economic and Educational Issues in China's Reform Process, edited 

by Jixuan Hu,  Zhaohui Hong, and Eleni Stavrou.  New York: Mellen University. 

 

1994 "Guanxi and the Allocation of Urban Jobs in China."  The China Quarterly 140 

(December):971-99. 

 

1993 "Access to Community Resources in a Chinese City."  (John Logan and Yanjie Bian) 

Social Forces 72:555-76. 

 

1991 "Getting Ahead in Urban China."  (Nan Lin and Yanjie Bian)  American Journal of 

Sociology 97:657-88. 

 

 REVIEW ESSAYS: 
 

2000 “Making Sense of China’s Transformations.”  Contemporary Sociology 29:613-624.  
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This is a featured review essay about eight Oxford University Press (Hong Kong) 

books from the Press’s Thought and Society series: 

 

Post-Communism and China, by Xueliang Ding. 1994.  182 pp. 

 

A Report of China's State Capacities, by Shaoguang Wang and Angang Hu. 1994.  

ISBN 0-19-586703-3. 

 

Challenging the Market Myth: The Role of State in Economic Transitions, by 

Shaoguang Wang. 1997.  268 pp. 

 

State, Market, and Society: Inquiries of China's Reforms, by Guoguang Wu (ed). 

1994.  235 pp. 

 

Central-Local Relations: A Core Problem of China's Institutional 

Transformation, by Guoguang Wu and Yongnian Zheng (eds). 1995. 209 pp. 

 

Step on Stones to Cross the River: China's Reform Pathways, by Xiaoqiang 

Wang. 1996.  245 pp.  

 

The Political Economy of China's Reforms, by Yang Gan and Zhiyuan Cui (eds). 

1997.  343 pp. 

 

Second Thought Liberation and Institutional Innovation, by Zhiyuan Cui.  1997.  

375 pp. 

 

BOOK REVIEWS: 
 

 2009 Boundaries and Categories: Rising Inequality in Post-Socialist Urban China, by 

WANG Feng (Stanford, C.A.: Stanford University Press).  American Journal of 

Sociology 115 (September): 596-7. 

 

 2004 The Growth of Market Relations in Post-Reform Rural China: a Microanalysis of 

Peasants, Migrants, and Peasant Entrepreneurs, by Hiroshi Sato (New York: 

Routledge Curzon, 2003).  American Journal of Sociology 110:499-501. 

 

 2003 Social Capital: A Theory of Social Structure and Action, by Nan Lin (New York: 

Cambridge University Press, 2001).  Taiwanese Sociology 5:257-61.  

 

 2002 The Chinese Triangle of Mainland China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong: Comparative 

Institutional Analyses, edited by Alvin So, Nan Lin, Dudley Poston (Westport, CT: 

Greenwood Press, 2001).  Journal of Asian Studies 61 (May): 710-712. 

 

 2000 From Family to Market: Labor Allocation in Contemporary China, by Fei-Ling 

Wang (Lanham, Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc. 1998).  China 
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Journal 43 (January):199-201. 

 

1997 China’ s New Business Elite: The Political Consequences of Economic Reform, by 

Margaret M. Pearson (Berkeley: University of California Press).  Contemporary 

Sociology 27 (5): 518-519. 

 

1997 The Flow of Gifts: Reciprocity and Social Networks in a Chinese Village, by 

Yunxiang Yan (Stanford University Press 1996).  The China Quarterly 150 

(June):474-475. 

 

1995 Gifts, Banquets, and Favors: The Art of Social Relations in China, by Mayfair 

Meihui Yang (Cornell University Press 1994).  The China Quarterly 142:593-94. 

 

1990 Emigrant Entrepreneurs: Shanghai Industrialists in Hong Kong, by Sui-Lun Wong 

(Oxford University Press 1988).  Contemporary Sociology 19:842-43. 

 

PRE-PH.D. PUBLICATIONS (in Chinese or noted otherwise) 

 

BOOK: 
 

  1986 Fundamentals of Social Survey (Tuo Su, Tingya Liu, Yanjie Bian, Hongguang Bai, 

and Hechan Jiang), Science and Technology Press of Hunan Province, China. 

 

ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS: 
 

1989 "The Family Support for the Elderly: Lessons from the United States" (Glenna 

Spitze, Russell Ward, and Yanjie Bian).  Sociological Research 4:110-118. 

 

1988 "Problems Concerning the Increase of Only-Child Families and Prospects for the 

Life of the Aged in the Future."  Nankai Journal 1:175-84. 

 

1988 "Social Indicators Research," Sociology and Modernization Issue 1. 

 

1987 "A Preliminary Analysis of Basic Features of Lifestyles of One-Child Families in 

China."  Chinese Social Sciences (English Edition) 3:189-209. 

 

1986 "A Preliminary Analysis of Basic Features of Lifestyle of One-Child Families."  

Social Sciences in China 1:91-106. 

 

1985 "A Tentative Analysis of Structural Features of One-Child Families in China," 

Social Studies and Research 1:37-43. 

 

1985 "The Increase of One-Child Families and the Elderly's Life in the Future," Social 

Sciences in Tianjin 5:47-52. 
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1985 "Why Do People Want to Have Children?" (translation of a chapter from Population 

Challenges by J. Overbeak)  Population in Tianjin 1:47-52. 

 

1983 "Social Factors Influencing Fertility Behavior."  Sociological Newsletter 4:54-60. 

 

1983 "Toward Sociological Approaches to Studying Population Problems." Population 

Research 5:6-11. 

 

1983 "Case Studies, Sampling Surveys, and Quantitative Analysis."  Demographic Theory 

and Survey Research 2:46-52. 

 

1983 "An Important Document on Marxist Theory of Demography: A Reading of Marx's 

"Enforced Immigration."  Population and Economics 4:8-11. 

 

1982 "Theories of Social Stratification in Western Sociology and Marx's Class Analysis," 

(Xinheng Yang, Linfei Song, Ling Wang, Yanjie Bian) Journal of Nankai 1:20-26. 

 

1981 "Development and Characteristics of Contemporary Population Censuses."  Social 

Sciences (Shanghai) Issue 5. 

 

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES AND INTERNALLY CIRCULATED ESSAYS 
 

1982 "Household Responsibility System and Agricultural Growth: A Statistical Analysis." 

(Xinheng Yang, Yanjie Bian, Xiangyang Liang, and Hua Zhou)  Agriculture in 

Tianjin. 

 

1982 "On Quality of Population."  Wenhui Bao (Cultural Collections News) (December 

20). 

 

1981 "Several Features of Contemporary Population Censuses."  People's Daily (Internal 

Circulations 246). 

 

1981 "The Nature and Categorical Attributes of Population Quality."  The Proceedings of 

the Third National Conferences on Demographic Studies, pp. 250-253. 

 

WORK IN PROGRESS 
 

“Corporate Social Capital in Chinese Guanxi Culture” (Yanjie Bian and Lei Zhang). 

Submitted to Research in the Sociology of Organizations, special issue on Contemporary 

Perspectives on Organizational Social Network Analysis. Guest edited by: Stephen P. 

Borgatti, Daniel J. Brass, Daniel S. Halgin, Giuseppe Labianca, and Ajay Mehra. 

 

 “Marketization and Job-Search Networks in Urban China: A Decade of Change.” (Yanjie 

Bian and Xianbi Huang) Presented at the Sunbelt International Conference on Social 

Network Analysis, Trento, Italy, July 1-4. 2010. 
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“The Mobilization of Social Capital and Socioeconomic Success.” (Yanjie Bian and Cheng 

Cheng)  Manuscript in first draft for submission to Social Sciences in China. 

 

 “Social Capital and Status Perception.” Manuscript in revision to submit to Sociological 

Studies. (Yanjie Bian, Shun Zhang, and Fang Chen) 

 

 “Social Networks and Income Distribution in Chinese Cities.” (Yanjie Bian, Shun Zhang, 

and Xiaoxian Guo)  Manuscript in first draft. 

 

“Social Capital and Job Matching in Urban China.” (Yanjie Bian and Xiazheng Wang) 

Manuscript in first draft. 

  

“The Increasing Significance of Guanxi in Chinese Transitional Economy.”  Working 

manuscript. 

 

“From Potential to Realization: The Mobilization of Social Capital by Chinese Job Seekers.” 

(Yanjie Bian and Xianbi Huang).  Working manuscript. 

 

“Information versus Favoritism: The Network Effect on Wage Income in China.”  (Yanjie 

Bian, Xianbi Huang, and Lei Zhang).  Under journal review. 

 

 “New Year Celebration and Urban Networks in a Relational Society: Greeting, Gift, and 

Banquet Exchanges in Four Chinese Cities.” (Yanjie Bian and Deborah Davis).  Working 

manuscript.    

 

MOST RECENT CONFERENCES ATTENDED AND ROLES 
 

Secretary General, Module Convener, and Paper Presenter, “Sector-Crossing Social Capital 

and Its Impact on Wage Income”, General Meeting of the East Asian Social Survey Program, 

Academic Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan, November 15-19, 2011. 

 

Organizer, preside, and presenter, “Network Social Capital in East Asia”, Annual Meetings 

of World Association for Public Opinion Research, Amsterdam, September 21-23, 2011. 

 

Keynote speech, “Critical issues of social stratification research in China today.” Fourth 

international conference on China, University of Nottingham, September 10-14, 2011. 

 

Secretary General, Module Convener, and Paper Presenter (“Social Eating Networks in 

China”), General Meeting of the East Asian Social Survey Program, Osaka University of 

Commerce, Osaka, Japan, May 18-22, 2011. 

 

Lead representative of China, Annual General Meeting of the International Social Survey 

Program, Puerto Vallarta, May 1-4, 2011. 
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Secretary General, Module Convener, and Paper Presenter (“Network Social Capital in 

China”), General Meeting of the East Asian Social Survey Program, Osaka University of 

Commerce, Osaka, Japan, November 25-27, 2010. 

 

Organizer and presider, “Social Relations and Social Life in East Asia,” Paper session for the 

Section on Asia and Asian America; Presider, “Labor Market Inequality in East Asia,” 

Round-table, Section on Asia and Asian America; American Sociological Association annual 

meetings, Atlanta, United States, August 14-17, 2010. 

 

Presenter, “Marketization and Job Search Networks in Urban China: A Decade of Change”, 

Sunbelt International Conference on Social Network Analysis, Riva del Garda, Trento, Italy, 

29 June - 4 July, 2010. 

 

Secretary General, Module Convener, and Paper Presenter (“Network Social Capital in 

China”), General Meeting of the East Asian Social Survey Program, Sungkyunkwan 

University, Seoul, Korea, May 20-22, 2010. 

 

Lead representative of China, Annual General Meeting of the International Social Survey 

Program, Lisbon, May 1-4, 2010. 

 

Keynote speaker, “The Increasing Significance of Guanxi in Chinese Transitional Economy,” 

the Inauguration of the Chinese Social Network Association, Shanghai, October 24-25, 2009. 

 

Organizer, the Inauguration of the Institute for Empirical Social Science Research and the 

International Conference on Relational Sociology, Xi’an Jiaotong Univeristy, China, Oct 3-5, 

2009. 

 

Keynote speaker, “Toward a Relational Sociology,” Annual conference of the Chinese 

Sociological Association, Xi’an, July 19-21, 2009. 

 

Co-Organizer and Discussant, East Asian Social Survey Symposium, Sungkyunkwan 

University, Seoul, South Korea, Nov 19-21, 2008.  

 

Session chair and discussant, East Asian Social Surveys conference, Osaka, Japan, June 7-9, 

2008. 

 

Discussant, International Association for Chinese Management Research, Guangzhou, June 

18-23, 2008. 

 

Moderator, International Social Capital Conference, Academia Sinica, Taipei, May 29-30, 

2008. 

 

PRESENTED PAPERS IN THE PAST DECADE 
 

“Sector-Crossing Social Capital and Its Impact on Wage Income”, Symposium of the East 
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Asian Social Survey Program, Academic Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan, November 15-19, 2011; 

Taiwan Chengchi University, Taipei, November 21, 2011. 

 

“Network Social Capital in East Asia”, Annual Meetings of World Association for Public 

Opinion Research, Amsterdam, September 21-23, 2011. 

 

Keynote speech, “Critical issues of social stratification research in China today.” Fourth 

international conference on China, University of Nottingham, September 10-14, 2011. 

 

“Marketization and Job Search Networks in Urban China: A Decade of Change”, Sunbelt 

International Conference on Social Network Analysis, Riva del Garda, Trento, Italy, 29 June 

- 4 July, 2010; University of Nottingham, September 12, 2011. 

 

 “Chinese General Social Survey: A Status Report.” (Yanjie Bian and Lulu Li) Presented at 

the National Centre for Social Research, London, March 8, 2010. 

 

“Information vs. Favoritism: The Network Effect on Wage Income in China.”  (Yanjie Bian, 

Xianbi Huang, and Lei Zhang).  RC28 Conference on Social Stratification and Mobility, 

Beijing, May 14-16, 2009; Universities of Sheffield (February 24) and Oxford (March 4), 

2010.   

 

 “The Increasing Significance of Guanxi in Transitional Chinese Economy.”  Presented at the 

International Conference on “Chinese Capitalism,” Cornel University, April 28-30, 2007; the 

Department of Sociology, National Chengchi University, Taipei, June 13, 2007; the 

International Conference for the Celebration of the Tenth Anniversary of the East Asian 

Institute, National University of Singapore, June 18-20, 2007; the American Sociological 

Association annual meetings, New York, August 11-14, 2007; Center for Chinese Studies, 

UCLA, April 14, 2008; Department of Sociology, National Taiwan University, Taipei, June 

2, 2008; Center for Chinese Studies, University of California at Berkeley, October 3, 2008; 

Center for Chinese Studies, University of Michigan, Nov 4, 2008; “Conference on the 30
th

 

Anniversary of China’s Reform-and-Openness Policy,” Department of Sociology, Beijing 

University, Nov 29-30, 2008; Department of Sociology, Zhongshan University, March 13, 

2009; School of Humanities and Social Science, Xi’an Jiaotong University, March 18, 2009; 

Keynote Speech to the Annual Conference of Social Network Analysis and the Inauguration 

of the Association for Social Networks Research, Shanghai University, October 24-25, 2009; 

“Sorokin Lecture,” University of Saskatchewan, January 28, 2010; Universities of Sheffield 

(February 16), Manchester (February 21), Cambridge (February 25), and Oxford (March 4), 

2010. 

 

“From Potential to Realization: The Mobilization of Social Capital by Chinese Job Seekers.” 

(Yanjie Bian and Xianbi Huang).  The Sunbelt International Conference on Social Network 

Analysis, St. Petersburgh, Florida, January 23-28, 2007; London School of Economics and 

Political Science, March 9, 2010. 

 

“Favoritism, Matching, and Structural Holes: The Network Effect on Wage Income in 



    

 

19 

 

China.”  (Yanjie Bian and Xianbi Huang).  Presented at the Workshop Series, the 

Department of Sociology, University of Minnesota, February 2, 2007; the Sunbelt 

International Conference on Social Network Analysis, Corfu Islands, Greece, May 1-6, 2007. 

 

 “The Chinese General Social Survey: Interviewer and Respondent Effects.”  International 

Conference on “Social Survey Methodology,” Academic Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan, August 30-

31, 2006; East Asian Social Surveys conference, Taipei, Taiwan, November 22-24, 2006. 

 

“Space, Class, and Income Inequality in the Period of Rising Marketization in Tianjin: 1983-

2003,” International Conference on "Transformations of a Chinese City: Space and Place in 

Tianjin, (1404-2006)," June 25-28, 2006.   

 

“Closure and Status Attainment under Institutional Change: Findings from the 2003 Chinese 

General Social Survey,” International Conference on “Dimensions of Social Inequality,” 

University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia, July 19-21, 2006. 

 

“Urban Occupational Mobility and Employment Institutions: Hierarchy, Market, and 

Networks in a Mixed System.”  International conference on “Creating Wealth and Poverty 

Contemporary China,” Yale University, January 6-8, 2006. 

  

“The Chinese General Social Survey: A Methodological Report.”  Symposium on the East 

Asian Social Survey, Commerce University of Osaka, Japan, October 19-21, 2005.  

 

“Globalization and Relational Transformations in China.”  The World Congress of Sociology 

by the International Institute of Sociology, Beijing, July 7-11, 2004; the International 

Conference on “Globalization of the Reconstruction of China’s Northeast,” Jilin University, 

July 14-15, 2004; the World Forum on China Studies, Shanghai, August 20-22, 2004; 

University of Minnesota, November 2004; University of Pittsburgh, January 2005; 

University of Chicago, March 31, 2005. 

 

“Born out of Networks: A Sociological Analysis of the Startup of Chinese Firms.”  

International Conference on “Chinese Entrepreneurship,” Hong Kong University of Science 

and Technology, May 20-22, 2004; International Conference on “Global and Local in 

Scholarly Views,” Hsinghua University, July 3-4, 2004. 

 

“Occupation, Home Ownership, and Housing Quality: Evidence from China’s Fifth Census.”  

(Yanjie Bian, Weimin Zhang, and Yongli Liu).  The International Conference on China’s 

Fifth Census, Beijing, April 17-19, 2004; The World Congress of Sociology by the 

International Institute of Sociology, Beijing, July 7-11, 2004. 

 

“Zhongguo Chengshi Jumin Shehui Ziben de Laiyuan yu Zuoyong: Wangluo Guandian yu 

Diaocha Faxiang” (The Origins and Effects Social Capital of Chinese Urban Residents: A 

Network Perspective and Survey Findings).  The eighth conference of “Modernization and 

Chinese Culture,” Shanghai Unviersity, Shanghai, November 17-21, 2003. 
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“Social Capital in Urban China.”  The EastAsia Barometer Conference, University of Tokyo, 

Japan, May  15-19, 2003.  

 

“Characterizing and Explaining Social Capital of Chinese Urbanites: A Position Generator.”  

Presented at the Sunbelt International Conference on Social Network Analysis, Cancun, 

Mexico, February 12-16, 2003; NACSA Mini-Conference, Atlanta, 15 August, 2003. 

 

“Network Patterns of Social Class in Urban China: A Report of Work in Progress.”  (Yanjie 

Bian, Ronald Breiger, Deborah Davis, and Joseph Galaskiewicz)  Presented at the Sunbelt 

International Conference on Social Network Analysis, Cancun, Mexico, February 12-16, 

2003; the annual meetings of the American Sociological Association, Atlanta, August 16-19, 

2003. 

 

“Urban Elites and Income Differential in China: 1988-1995.”  (Yanjie Bian and Zhanxin 

Zhang).  Presented at the College of Social Sciences, National Taiwan University, April 23-

25, 2002. 

 

 “New Year Celebration and Urban Networks in a Relational Society: Greeting, Gift, and 

Banquet Exchanges in Four Chinese Cities.” (Yanjie Bian and Deborah Davis).  Presented at 

the annual meetings of the American Sociological Association, Anaheim, California, August 

18-21, 2001; Seminar at University of Toronto, January 11, 2002; Seminar in the 

Department of Anthropology, London School of Economics and Political Science, March 9, 

2010. 

 

“Network Resources and Occupational Mobility in China’s Transitional Economy.”  

Presented at the Sunbelt International Conference of Social Network Analysis, Budapest, 

April 26-28, 2001; “International Interdisciplinary Conference on Economics and Sociology 

I,” Tunghai University, Taichung, Taiwan, May 25-26, 2001; University of California at 

Davis, April 17, and Stanford University, April 18, 2002. 

 
“Social Network Capital of the Urban Chinese Family.”  Presented at a conference at Yale 

University, New Haven, May 8-10, 2000; international conference in memory of CK Yang, 

Chinese University of Hong Kong, December 1, 2000; UCLA, the Center for Chinese Studies, 

March 16, 2001.  

 

INVITED LECTURES IN THE PAST DECADE 
 

“Sector-Crossing Social Capital and Its Impact on Wage Income”, Taiwan Chengchi University, 

Taipei, November 21, 2011  
 

“Globalization and Relational Transformation in China.”  Osaka University of Commerce, 

Osaka, Japan, December 17, 2009. 

 

“Information vs. Favoritism: Network Effects on Wage Income in Urban China.”  Yonsei 
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University, Seoul, South Korea, November 17, 2008. 

 

“Social Capital in China: The Issues of Formation and Mobilization.” Sungkyunkwan 

University, South Korea, Nov 17, 2008; National Seoul University, South Korea, Nov 18, 

2008. 

  

 “Economic Development and Relational Transformations in China” and “The Rise of 

Guanxi in Transitional Chinese Economy.”  The School of Humanities and Social Science, 

Xi’an Jiaotong University, July 4-10, 2007. 

 

“Social Network Research Topics.”  The Department of Sociology, Renmin University of 

China, May 14-30, 2007. 

 

“The Sociological Relevance of Multiple Regression Models.”  The Institute of Sociology, 

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, July 5, 2004. 

 

“Theory-Informed and Empirically-Based Sociological Research: Five Lectures.”  Renmin 

University of China, February 23-27, 2004. 

  

“New Developments of the Market Transition Debate.”  Shanghai Academy of Social 

Sciences, 21 November 2003.   

 

“Social Capital: Theories and Research.” Nanjing University, 14 November 2003; Shanghai 

University, 20 November 2003. 

 

 “Network Resources and Occupational Mobility in China’s Transitional Economy.”  At the 

University of California at Davis, April 17; Stanford University, April 18, 2002; University 

of Arizona, February 9, 2003. 

  

“New Year Celebration and a Measurement of Social Capital for Urban Chinese Families.”  

University of Toronto, January 11, 2002. 

 

“Social Network Capital of the Urban Chinese Family.”  UCLA, the Center for Chinese 

Studies, March 16, 2001. 

  

“Network Concepts and Theories of Social Capital.”  Workshop on Chinese Enterprise 

Research Methods, the Department of Management of Organizations, Hong Kong University 

of Science and Technology, 26 July, 2000, 29 July, 2002; Department of Sociology, 

Zhongshan University, October 24, 2000; Tsinghua University, May 19, 2002; Xiamen 

University, June 27, 2002. 

 

TEACHING AND SERVICE AT UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
 

 Courses taught 

Introductory Sociology, 1992 
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Descriptive Statistics, 1992-1997 

Inferential Statistics, 1992-1997 

Basic social statistics, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 

Methods of Social Research, 1994, 1999 

Social Inequality, 2000, 2009, 2010 

Topics: Organization and Stratification in China, 1994 

Topics: Chinese Society: a sociological view, 2008 

Freshman seminar: China Society, 2011 

Senior Project, 1997 

Graduate seminar: Intermediate Social Statistics, 2008, 2011 

Graduate seminar: Research Methods, 1992, 2000 

Graduate seminar: Data Analysis I, 1997 

Graduate seminar: Design of Sociological Research I, 1993, 1994 

Graduate seminar: Social stratification, 2007 

Graduate seminar: Stratification in China, 2008 

 

Graduate advising 

 

Advisor for: 

Zhang, Frank Lei, PhD, sociology, 2007, ongoing 

 

Committee member for: 

Chang, Catherine, 2006, geography, ongoing 

Rogers-Martin, Nicole, 2004, sociology, ongoing 

Zhu, Xi, PhD, 2004, sociology, ongoing 

Kyoungwon lee Bishop (Kei), PhD in educational psychology “The role of social class 

models in the relationship between socioeconomic status and academic achievement.” 

2009.  Research associate in an educational nonprofit organization in Minneapolis. 

Yang, Song, Ph.D., 2002, associate professor at Univ of Arkansas 

Xu, Hongwei, MA., 2000, moved on to doctoral program at Stanford Business School, 

subsequently assistant professor at the Singapore Business University 

Shu, Xiaoling, Ph.D., 1998, associate professor at UC-Davis 

 

Committees in the Department of Sociology 
Director of Graduate Studies, 1999-00 

Executive, 1995-96, 1996-97, 1999-00 

Awards, 1993-94, Chair 1995-96 

Facilities, 1991-92, 1992-93 

Graduate Affairs, 1991-92, 1993-94, 1995-96, 1999-00 (chair), 2006-07, 2008-09 

Personnel, 1992-93, 1994-95, 1996-97, 1999-00, 2007-08 (migration search) 

PT&S, 1994-95, 2010-11, 2011-12 

 

In the University at Large 
Advisory Committee for the China Center, 1993- 

Graduate admissions committee for East Asian Studies, 1994-95 
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Policy and Review Committee for Graduate Studies, 1999-00 

 

TEACHING AND SERVICE AT XI’AN JIAOTONG UNIVERSITY 
 

 Courses taught 

 Theory building, research design, and analytical strategies, fall 2009 

 Social stratification, fall 2011  

 

 Graduate advisor for 

Ms. Hao, Yufei, PhD, 2011, ongoing 

Ms. Xiao, Yang, PhD, 2011, ongoing 

Mr. Hao, Mingsong, PhD, 2011, ongoing 

Ms. Guo, Xiaoxian, PhD, 2010, ongoing 

Mr. Cheng, Cheng, PhD, 2010, ongoing 

Mr. Lei, Ming, PhD, 2010, ongoing 

Mr. Zhao, Xinnian, PhD, 2010, ongoing 

Mr. Li, Jiguang, PhD, 2010, ongoing 

Mr. Chen, Yuan, PhD, 2010, ongoing 

 

Mr. Lu, Qiang, M.A., 2011, ongoing 

Mr. Zhao, Zhe, M.A., 2011, ongoing 

Ms. Wang, Yue, M.A., 2011, ongoing 

Ms. Chen, Fang, M.A., 2010, ongoing 

Ms. Li, Zhenzhen, M.A., 2010, ongoing 

Mr. Hao, Mingsong, MA, 2008, graduated July 2011, to PhD studies 

Ms. Wang, Xiazheng, M.A., 2009, graduated July 2011, to manager job 

 

Administrative service 

Dean, School of Humanities and Social Science (SHSS), 6/2009- 

Chair, Academic Degree Program Committee, SHSS, 9/2009- 

Chair, Position and Promotion Committee, SHSS, 9/2009- 

Director, Institute for Empirical Social Science Research, 10/2009- 

Project evaluator, invited by Key Projects Office, 6/2009- 

Member, University Development Committee, 9/2009- 

Member, University Academic Degree Program Committee, 9/2009- 

 

TEACHING AND SERVICE AT HONG KONG UNIV OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

 

Courses taught 

Society and economy 

Social inequality and social mobility 

Statistics in social science 

Work and social structure in China 

Stratification and labor markets in China 

Networks and labor markets in China 
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Social network analysis 

 

Postgraduate advising 

Advisor for 

Past PhD 

Liang, Yucheng, PhD in social science, completed July 2007, “Market Transition and 

Social Stratification under the Gradual Reform in China.”  Associate professor, 

Department of Sociology, Zhongshan University, Guangzhou, China. 

Li, Yu, PhD in social science, completed August 2006, “Toward a Meritocratic Society?  

A Study of Intergenerational Mobility in Urban China, 1966-2003.”  Senior 

research fellow, Institute of Sociology, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, 

China. 

Zhang, Lijuan, PhD in social science, completed June 2006, “The Multi-Facet Logic of 

Social Transformation: A Study of State-Owned Enterprise Works in Northeast 

China.”   Senior analyst, marketing firm, Hong Kong 

Huang, Xianbi, PhD in social science, completed January 2005.  “Roles of Social 

Networks in Employment Processes in Urban China.”  Postdoctoral fellow, 

University of Queensland, Brisbane (2006-2009); Assistant Professor, LaTrobe 

University in Melbane (2009-), Australia. 

Zhang, Zhanxin, Ph.D. in social science, completed August 2000. “Labor Institutions, 

State Power, and Earnings Inequality in Reforming Urban China”  Research fellow, 

the Population Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China. 

Past Masters’ 

Xu, Yan, social science Mphil student, completed July 2007, “Accessed and Mobilized 

Social Capital: A Study of Laid-off Workers’ Reemployment in Wuhan.”  Moved 

on to PhD studies in the Division of Social Science, HKUST. 

Zhang, Lei, social science Mphil student, completed July 2007, “Social Capital, 

Governance Structure, and Enterprise Performance: A Structural-Equation-Model 

Approach.”  Moved on to PhD studies in the Department of Sociology, University 

of Minnesota, USA. 

Shen, Jing, social science Mphil student, completed July 2006, “How Do Networks 

Matter?  A study of social network effects on job allocation in Xiamen City.”  

Moved on to PhD studies in the Department of Sociology, University of Toronto. 

Koh, Lewis, social science M.Phil student, completed August 2002.  “Weaving the Right 

Guanxi: A Study of the Role of Social Network in the Job Search Process in Hong 

Kong.”  Senior manager, Kowloon-Cantong Railway company. 

Tang, Yong, social science M.Phil student, completed August 2002.  “Going Out of 

Ivory: Social Networks and University Graduates' Job Searches in Guangdong, 

China”  Moved on to PhD studies in social work, Hong Kong University. 

 

Service at the Division of Social Science 

Head, Social Science Division, 2002-2006 

Founding Director, Survey Research Center, 1999- 

Coordinator of Postgraduate Studies, 1998-99 

Member, Postgraduate Studies, 2000-01 (Fall) 



    

 

25 

 

Member, Academic Review Committee for promotion to full professors, 2002, 2006 

Member, Academic Review Committee, 1997-99 

Member, Divisional Seminar Series, 1997-99 

Member, Research Center Steering Committee, 1998-99 

 

Service at School of Humanities and Social Science 
Associate Dean, 2001-02 

Appointments and Substantiation Committee, member: 2001-02; 2004-05 (co-opt for 1 case) 

Research Grants Committee, member: 1998-99, 2000-01; chair: 2001-02 

Postgraduate Studies Committee, member: 1998-99 

 

University-Level Service 
University Senate (2002-) 

Committee for Staff Grievance Procedures, member: 2004-2006 

Search Committee for Dean of Humanities and Social Science, member: 2003, 2005-06 

Search Committee for Dean of Engineering, member: 2003 

Search Committee for Vice President for Administration, member: 2005 

University Appointment and Substantiation Committee, member: 2001-05 

Teaching and Learning Symposium Programs Committee, member: 2001-02 

 

SERVICE IN THE PROFESSION 

 

Professional Associations 
International Social Survey Program, Lead representative of China (2007-) 

East Asian Social Survey program, Lead representative of China (2006-) 

American Sociological Association, Chair-elect, Chair, and Past Chair for Asia and Asian 

America Section (2008-11); Organizer of regular session “Social Capital” (2012) 

North American Chinese Sociologists Association, President (2002, 2003), Council member 

(2002-2005) 

International Association for Chinese Management Research, founding member (2004-), 

conference program committees (2006, 2008, 2010) 

Hong Kong Sociological Association, council member (1998-2002) 

 

Journal Editorship 
Board member, Chinese Sociological Review, 2011- 

Senior Consulting Editor, Management & Organization Review, 2010- 

Senior Editor, Management & Organization Review, 2003-2010 

Co-editor, Social Transformation in Chinese Societies (previously Hong Kong Journal of 

Sociology), 2004-2006 

Board member, Chinese Journal of Sociology, 2008- 

Board member, Research on Social Stratification and Mobility, 2006- 

Board member, Social Forces, 2004-06 

Board member, American Sociological Review, 2002-04 

Consulting editor, American Journal of Sociology, 1999-2002 
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Board of Scholarly Organizations 

Chair, Review Committee, Social Science Degree Program Accreditation , Hong Kong 

Baptist University (2011) 

Penal member, International Advisory Committee for China Studies, Taiwan Chengchi 

University (2011-) 

Panel member, Humanities, Social Sciences & Business Studies Panel, the Research Grants 

Council (RGC), Hong Kong, 2004-06 

Board member, Urban China Studies Networks, SUNY-Albany, 2002-2005 

Panel member, Grants selection committee, American Council of Learned Societies, 1996-97 

Board member, Sociology Abroad Series, Peking University, 1986- 

 

Referee for Journals: 
American Journal of Sociology, American Sociological Review, China Quarterly, China 

Journal, China Review, Chinese Sociological Review, Chinese Social Sciences, 

Contemporary Sociology, Economic Development and Cultural Change, Hong Kong Journal 

of Sociology, Journal of Asian Studies, Law and Society Review, Rationality and Society, 

Social Forces, Sociological Forum, Sociological Perspective, Sociological Research, Work 

and Occupation, Social Survey (Taipei) 

 

Referee for Funding Agencies: 
National Council of Research (Taiwan), 2005- 

Panel member, RGC-Humanities and Social Science Panel, 2004-2006 

Research Grants Council of the Hong Kong University Grants Committee, 1997- 

Committee of Scholarly Communication with China, 1995- 

American Council of Learned Society, 1996- 

U.S. National Science Foundation, 1991- 

 

SCHOLARLY REFERENCES 
Professor Deborah Davis, Department of Sociology, Yale University.   

Email: deborah.davis@yale.edu 

 

Professor Joseph Galaskiewicz, Department of Sociology, University of Arizona.   

Email: galaskie@email.arizona.edu 

 

Professor Nan Lin, Department of Sociology, Duke University.  Ph.D. advisor. 

Email: nanlin@soc.duke.edu 

 

Professor John Logan, Department of Sociology, Brown University.   

Email: John_Logan@brown.edu 

 

Professor Andrew Walder, Department of Sociology, Stanford University 

Email: walder@leland.Stanford.edu 

 

mailto:walder@leland.Stanford.edu

